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PREFACE

It is with great pleasure that the editors and authors present this jubilee 
volume to Menahem Schmelzer, our cherished colleague and friend, 
on the occasion of his eighty-fifth birthday. We believe that this work 
indicates the esteem we all have for the learned and generous scholar 
who has touched our personal and professional lives in many ways. 
A measure of that generosity is the fact that when notice of this 
planned publication first circulated, scholars contacted us to bring to 
our attention their connection and sense of indebtedness to this great 
polymath. Experts from many countries and institutions were eager 
to participate and were inspired to contribute insights in a variety of 
fields in which Menahem had demonstrated interest and expertise. As a 
consequence, this volume became larger and more comprehensive than 
what had been first planned. We are honored to present the results of 
our efforts to a dedicated scholar who has always encouraged, assisted, 
and inspired others.

Menahem, like many scholars in Jewish studies since the nineteenth 
century, emigrated from his home country in Central Europe in response 
to dire historical circumstances and in search of an intellectual home 
where his knowledge and expertise could be appreciated and pursued. 
He moved from bleak events and surroundings to safe and nurturing 
circumstances and institutions. Once at the Library of The Jewish 
Theological Seminary, Menahem was able to superintend a world-
renowned repository of Jewish manuscripts and printed books and 
engage in scholarship and publication to make its holdings accessible 
to others. A perusal of his bibliography demonstrates his dedication 
to these goals. It would be difficult to overestimate the impact of 
Menahem’s work on scholarly publications on Hebrew texts from 
manuscript sources.

Along with his greatness as a scholar, Menahem’s comprehensive 
knowledge of the Seminary library’s holdings and his stewardship of 
them is legendary. The breadth of his abilities came to the fore in 1966 
in the aftermath of the disastrous library fire. Menahem supervised the 
salvage of volumes and loose pages damaged by smoke and water. 
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His quickly devised methods of triage saved thousands of works, and 
were subsequently used by other libraries after similar catastrophic 
events. His ability to identify, date, and localize individual leaves 
and fragments made it possible to reunite separated materials and 
proceed with conservation. In subsequent years library conservators 
have commented that it was possible for Menahem to recognize and 
place obscure, unidentified works with a glance across a room. Beyond 
the confines of the Seminary, he has been an inspiration to Judaica 
librarians throughout the world.

Our compendium of essays is the second one created to honor 
Menahem Schmelzer. It joins and complements The Experience of 
Jewish Liturgy: Studies Dedicated to Menahem Schmelzer (ed. Debra 
Reed Blank; Leiden: Brill, 2011). These two volumes bring together the 
scholarship of three generations of contributors. The present bilingual 
volume is organized with Menahem’s wide range of interests in mind: 
liturgy, Hebrew poetry and literature, booklore, Talmud, rabbinics, 
and Jewish history. It is a heartfelt demonstration of the respect and 
affection of the scholarly community for Menahem Schmelzer, scholar, 
mentor, and friend.

Most of the articles written for this volume were submitted around 
ten years ago. For a variety of unexpected reasons, the editing took 
longer than anticipated. As a consequence the articles do not always 
reflect the most recent research in their fields. 

Three of our esteemed colleagues, Louis Feldman, József Schweitzer, 
and Dov Zlotnick z"l did not live to view this publication. We mourn 
them and trust that their families will derive satisfaction in seeing their 
works in print.

Many individuals have assisted in the preparation of this volume; we 
thank them most sincerely. The Schmelzer family has been generous 
in giving their time and counsel to this project from start to finish. 
Particular thanks also go to René Braginsky, David Jeselsohn, Arye 
Kendi, Maria Chamberlin-Hellman, and Havva Charm Zellner for their 
help in the production of this volume.

The Editors
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WRITINGS  
OF MENAHEM H. SCHMELZER 1

Angelo M. Piattelli

Books

IIIי,  ]3[י,  יורק, אייר תשכ"ה, מאי 1965.  ניו  גיאת,  ר' יצחק אבן  יצירתו הפיוטית של 
341, ]6[ דפים. 'עבודה זו מוגשת לפקולטה של בית המדרש לרבנים באמריקה כחלק 

מהדרישות לקבלת תואר דוקטור בספרות עברית' )במכונת כתיבה(.
Added t.p.: Menahem H. Schmelczer, The Poetic Work of Isaac ibn Giyat.

Illuminated Hebrew Manuscripts from the Library of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America. Foreword by Louis Finkelstein. Preface by Hans van 
Weeren-Griek. Introduction by Tom L. Freudenheim. Catalogue by Tom 
L. Freudenheim, Menahem Schmelczer, and Anna Kleban. New York: The 
Jewish Museum, 1965. [32] pp. (Catalog of an Exhibition at the Jewish 
Museum, March 18–May 2, 1965).

A Reel Guide to the Benaim Collection of Hebrew and Judeo-Arabic 
Manuscripts. Reels 1–12, from the Library of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America. Introduction by Menahem Schmelzer. Ann Arbor, 
Mich.: University Microfilms, [1972?].

Aron Freimann, Union Catalog of Hebrew Manuscripts and Their Location. 
Volume One: Index, by Menahem Hayyim Schmelzer, with an Introduction by 
Salo Wittmayer Baron, and Aron Freimann: A Personal Tribute by Shelomo 
Dov Goitein. New York: American Academy for Jewish Research, 1973. 
xxxiv, 280 pp.

*	 I would like to thank Tamás Turán for bringing to my attention two Hungarian 
articles listed here. I am especially grateful to Evelyn M. Cohen for checking 
references that are not available to me in Israel and for her sage advice during the 
preparation of this bibliography.
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Alexander Marx, Bibliographical Studies and Notes on Rare Books and 
Manuscripts in the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. 
Edited and with an Introduction by Menahem H. Schmelzer. Foreword by 
Gerson D. Cohen. [New York]: The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
and KTAV Publishing House, Inc., 1977. xxi, 591 pp.

יד בצירוף מבוא והערות על־ידי  י"ל עפ"י כתבי  יצחק בן אברהם אבן עזרא, שירים. 
מנחם חיים שמלצר. ניו יורק: בית המדרש לרבנים באמריקה, תשל"ט, 1979. ]10[ עמ', 

4 לוחות, טז, 171, ]3[ עמ'.

יד בצירוף מבוא והערות על־ידי  י"ל עפ"י כתבי  יצחק בן אברהם אבן עזרא, שירים. 
מנחם חיים שמלצר. ניו יורק: בית המדרש לרבנים באמריקה, תשמ"א, 1980. ]10[ עמ', 

.)With English Introduction( .'עמ vi ,171 ,4 לוחות, טז

Books of Splendor. Introduction by Menahem Schmelzer. [New York]: [s.n.], 
1993. (Limited Edition produced to commemorate the Honoring of Edmond 
J. Safra at the Knesset, February 21, 1993).

מבחר  ישראל.  בארץ  הפיוט  לתולדות  ומחקרים  מקורות  הפיוט.  אבות  שלום שפיגל, 
מעיזבונו. יצא לאור בעריכת מנחם חיים שמלצר. ניו יורק וירושלים: בית מדרש לרבנים 

באמריקה, תשנ"ז, 1996. ]12[, 434, ]14[ עמ'.

עטרה לחיים. מחקרים בספרות התלמודית והרבנית לכבוד פרופ' חיים זלמן דימיטרובסקי, 
בעריכת דניאל בויארין, מנחם הירשמן, שמא יהודה פרידמן, מנחם שמלצר, ישראל מ' 

תא־שמע. ירושלים: הוצאת ספרים ע"ש י"ל מאגנס, תש"ס, 2000. 615 עמ'.

Studies in Jewish Bibliography & Medieval Hebrew Poetry: Collected Essays. 
New York and Jerusalem: The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
2006–5766. [8], 283*, 243, [8] pp. Added t.p.:

מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית ובפיוטי ימי הביניים. קובץ מאמרים, ניו יורק וירושלים: 
בית המדרש לרבנים באמריקה, תשס"ו. 

Torah Lishma: Essays in Jewish Studies in Honor of Professor Shamma 
Friedman. Edited by David Golinkin, Moshe Benovitz, Mordechai Akiva 
Friedman, Menahem Schmelzer, and Daniel Sperber. Jerusalem: Schechter 
Institute of Jewish Studies, The Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
Ramat Gan: Bar Ilan University Press, 2007. 24, 561, xcvi pp. 
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Lehman Workshop: From Manuscript to Print: Reading Colophons, Title 
Pages, and Other Paratexts. DVD. [Philadelphia]: Walsh Video, 2008.

A Journey through Jewish Worlds: Highlights from the Braginsky Collection 
of Hebrew Manuscripts and Printed Books. Edited by Evelyn M. Cohen, 
Sharon Liberman Mintz, and Emile G. L. Schrijver. Contributions by Elka 
Deitsch, Gabriel M. Goldstein, Sharon Liberman Mintz, Shalom Sabar, 
Menahem Schmelzer, and Emile G.L. Schrijver. Amsterdam: Universiteit van 
Amsterdam, 2009 [“The People of the Book,” 25–28; “Catalogue Numbers 
1–56,” with Emile G.L. Schrijver, 34–157].

Tiferet leYisrael:‎ Jubilee Volume in Honor of Israel Francus. Edited by 
Joel Roth, Menahem Schmelzer, and Yaacov Francus. [New York]: Jewish 
Theological Seminary, 2010. xi, 220, 311, 7 pp. 

Schöne Seiten. Jüdische Schriftkultur aus der Braginsky Collection. Edited 
by Emile Schrijver and Falk Wiesemann with Evelyn M. Cohen, Sharon 
Liberman Mintz, and Menahem Schmelzer. With contributions by Evelyn M. 
Cohen, Elka Deitsch, Gabriel M. Goldstein, Sharon Liberman Mintz, Shalom 
Sabar, Menahem Schmelzer, Emile G. L. Schrijver, and Falk Wiesemann. 
Zurich: Scheidegger & Spiess, 2011 [“Die Braginsky Collection,” 17–21; 
“Über die Kodifikation des Religionsgesetzes in der Braginsky Collection,” 
54–57].

Perek Shirah [by Menahem H. Schmelzer, in English and Hebrew]. 
Commentary volume to a Facsimile Edition of a Manuscript [Perek Shirah, 
written and illustrated by Meshullam Zimmel, 1727] from the Floersheim 
Collection, Zurich. [Bnei Berak]: David Herstik, November 2015.

Articles

“Száztizenöt éves a herendi porcelán.” Új élet, A Magyar Izraeliták Lapja 10, 
9 (September 1954): 3.

“A Menóra mint a zsidóság jelképe.” Új élet, A Magyar Izraeliták Lapja 10, 
12 (December 1954): 3.
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“Egy Ismeretlen Magyar-Zsidó Költő.” Vidéki Rabbikar Körlevele 4–5 
(November 1955–Chesvan 5716): 168–170.

“Tanulmányút a vidéken,” 1–3. Új élet, A Magyar Izraeliták Lapja 11, 11 
(November 1955): 2; 11, 12 (December 1955): 3; 12, 2 (February 1956): 
4). With István [Daniel] Löwinger. See: Zsidó közösségek öröksége, ed. 
Zsuzsanna Toronyi, Budapest: Magyar Zsidó Levéltár, 2010, 23: the letter 
by Arye Kendi]. [See also below under 2010].

“Ueber das jüdische Buch und die jüdische Bibliothek der Israelitischen 
Gemeinde in Basel.” Jüdische Rundschau-Maccabi, 17, 36 (September 12, 
1958): 31.

'הספריה של בית המדרש לרבנים באמריקה', יד לקורא ו, ד )יוני 1962(, עמ' 241–245.

''אהבה המכלכלת את השירה'. לזכרו של שמעון ברנשטיין ז"ל, חוקר השירה העברית', 
הדאר מב, יב )כב טבת תשכ"ג(, עמ' 195.

'פיוט הושענא לר' יוסף אבן אביתור', הדאר מב, לט )ט' תשרי תשכ"ד(, עמ' 763–764 
]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 135–137[.

)ג' מרחשון תשכ"ה(, עמ' 734  'מעשה ר' אמנון והסליחה 'תא שמע'', הדאר מג, לח 
]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 188–189[.

'ר' משה בן אלקרטבי', תרביץ לה )תשכ"ו(, עמ' 194 ]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, 
עמ' 134[.

“Fire and Water: Book Salvage in New York and in Florence.” Special 
Libraries 59, 8 (October 1968): 620–625.

“Jewish Scholarship in the United States: Selections from the Literature, 
1965–1967.” American Jewish Year Book 69 (1968): 344–369.

“Jewish Scholarship in the United States: Selections from the Literature, 
1967–1969.” American Jewish Year Book 71 (1970): 308–329.

“Rashi’s Commentary on the Pentateuch and on the Five Scrolls, Venice, 
Bomberg, 1538.” In Studies in Jewish Bibliography, History and Literature in 
Honor of I. Edward Kiev. Edited by Charles Berlin. New York: Ktav Publishing 
House, 1971, 425–433 [Studies in Jewish Bibliography, 96*–105*].
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]מחקרים  )תשל"ב(, עמ' 125–130  ה  רננות', ארשת  וספר שפתי  נודע'  ''מחזור בלתי 
בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 128–133[.

'לשיר בהלכות תפילין לר' יצחק ן' גיאת', סיני עד, א-ו )תשרי-אדר תשל"ד(, עמ' 96.

'הערה למאמרו של ש' אברמסון, 'פיוט לרב יצחק בן גיאת'', תרביץ מג )תשל"ד(, עמ' 
.160

עמ'  תשל"ו(,  כסליו  )כד  ד  נה,  הדאר  בהונגריה',  היהודי  והמחקר  שייבר  'אלכסנדר 
 53–54 ]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 219–221[. מאמר ביקורת על ספרו של 

Sándor Scheiber, Folklór és tárgytörténet. I-II, Budapest 1974.

'חמשה זולתות לרב יצחק אבן גיאת', בתוך: שי להימן. מחקרים בספרות העברית של ימי 
הביניים, מוגשים לא"מ הברמן )הימן הירושלמי( במלאות לו שבעים וחמש שנה. התקין 
 342–329 ראובן מס, תשל"ז, עמ'  ירושלים:  דוד.  יונה  וערך צבי מלאכי בהשתתפות 

]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 115–127[.

“Jewish Scholarship in the United States: Selections from the Literature, 
1973–1975.” American Jewish Year Book 77 (1977): 182–228.

“Alexander Marx (On the Occasion of the 100th Anniversary of His Birth).” 
Jewish Book Annual 35 (1977–1978): 123–127.

י"ג פיוטים ארמיים לר' בנימין בן אברהם מן הענוים',  'פירוש אלפביטין: פירוש על 
]'פירוש   274–167 עמ'  )תשל"ח(,  א  דימיטרובסקי,  ח"ז  בעריכת  ומקורות,  מחקרים 

אלפביטין על י"ג פיוטים ארמיים', מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 1–92[.

“On the Fate of the Unique Manuscript of Isaac ibn Ezra’s ‘Diwan.’” In 
Perspectives in Jewish and Judaism. Essays in Honor of Wolfe Kelman. Edited 
by Arthur A. Chiel. New York: The Rabbinical Assembly, 1978, 369–372.

'יצירתו הפיוטית של ר' יצחק אבן גיאת', בתוך: תעודה א: חקרי גניזת קהיר, בעריכת 
אוניברסיטת תל אביב, הקיבוץ המאוחד, תש"ם,  ]תל אביב[:  פרידמן.  מרדכי עקיבא 

1980, עמ' 89–95 ]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 93–98[.

“The Liturgy of the Rothschild Mahzor.” In The Rothschild Mahzor: Florence 
1492. New York: The Library of The Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America, 1983, 25–28 [Studies in Jewish Bibliography, 254*–259*].

''עבודה קצרה' לרב יצחק אבן גיאת', בתוך: יד להימן. קובץ מאמרים לזכר א"מ הברמן, 
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 169–159 עמ'  )תשמ"ד(,  ספרות,  למחקרי  הברמן  מכון  )לוד(:  מלאכי.  צבי  בעריכת 
]מחקרים בביבליוגרפיה יהודית, עמ' 106–114[.

“The New Jewish Theological Seminary Library.” Jewish Book Annual 42 
(1984–85): 183–188 [Studies in Jewish Bibliography, 182*–187*].

“Hebrew Incunabula: An Agenda for Research.” Judaica Librarianship, 2, 1–2 
(Spring 1985): 68–71 (Originally presented at the Symposium “From Scribe 
to Printer” held at Yeshiva University on March 10, 1985 in celebration of the 
publication of Hebrew Incunabula: Mendel Gottesman Library of Hebraica–
Judaica, Yeshiva University) [Studies in Jewish Bibliography, 30*–37*].

“A Fifteenth-Century Avoth Manuscript.” In אבות Ethics of the Fathers: A 
Facsimile from a Fifteenth-Century Spanish-Portuguese Prayerbook from the 
Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. [New York]: Leon 
and Marilyn Moed, 1987, 1–6.

“The Hebrew Manuscript as Source for the Study of History and Literature.” 
In A Sign and a Witness: 2,000 Years of Hebrew Books and Illuminated 
Manuscripts. Edited by Leonard Singer Gold. New York: The New York 
Public Library and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988, 61–70 [Studies 
in Jewish Bibliography, 9*–16*].

“Decorated Hebrew Manuscripts of the Eighteenth Century in the Library 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.” In Occident and Orient: 
A Tribute to the Memory of Alexander Schreiber. Edited by Robert Dán. 
Budapest: Akadémiai Kiadó, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1988, 331–351 [Studies in 
Jewish Bibliography, 58*–82*].

“Hebrew Printing and Publishing in Germany, 1650–1750: On Jewish Book 
Culture and the Emergence of Modern Jewry.” Leo Baeck Institute Year Book 
33 (1988): 369–383. [Studies in Jewish Bibliography, 38*–57*].

“Introduction [by M. Schmelzer],” in Herman Dicker, Of Learning and 
Libraries:‎ the Seminary Library at One Hundred. Foreword by Ismar 
Schorsch. New York: Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1988, xi–xiii.

“Research Services.” Judaica Librarianship, vol. 4, no. 2 (Spring 1988–
Winter 1989), 128–130; also published in Facing the Future: Proceedings 
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of a Conference Held at Harvard University on May 2–3, 1988, on the 
Occasion of the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Judaica Department of 
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